FRIENDSHIP:    LA   BOETIE

feet form of friendship. Only, he adds, "it is
without example that this sex has ever yet arrived
at such perfection." La Boetie was not merely
of what Montaigne esteemed the nobler sex, he
was the greatest and noblest among the men of
his time: " The greatest spirit I ever knew, I
mean for the natural parts of the soul, and the
best endowed, was Stephen de La Boetie; his
was, indeed, a full soul, showing in every way an
aspect of beauty; a soul of the old stamp, and one
which would have produced great effects, had his
fortune so pleased, seeing that to those great nat-
ural parts he had added much by learning and
study." * With such a friend mere good offices
and mutual benefits, which are the supports of
ordinary friendship, did not deserve so much as
to be mentioned. Between such a pair of friends
there could be no lending nor borrowing, no giv-
ing nor taking; or, if one gave to the other, the
receiver of the benefit was he who conferred the
greater obligation of the two. This passion, so
high and virile, was an unique experience for each
friend, standing single and alone, and could never
be repeated in the life of the survivor. In the his-
tory of many men there has been some supreme
event which seems to interpret the secret of exist-
ence, which divides the cloud of custom, and gives
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